excels in
off=roa |
series

By MATT WAKE

rvaraboedi dadlyinn.coen

PENTHETON — Bowlders. Cliff:. Four-
whee] drive vehicks, The mifecta of aafey?
M cxnetly, Tiime arg e st olemme
in o dynasie offromd wric called ek
crawling,

Lraring hig [s0 seaean az a driver,
Pendleten pesident Dvew Goldie his cmerped

"

e 8 ST inthe spert. He's cusrendy seooil-
place im the pro-medified class of the Werkd
Exrama Rack Craw [ramplonsiip

Tonew Tkenrwn s WE Peckh

(Faldie pompetes in the seris” Easien
divizzon. He's moi exacily the galiing tvpe

Rk crawlimp=excitngand<esgeras,
Goidie sa8d. “Imagme if aWal-Mim parking
Rt w5k fullof Yolksoagen Bugs and you bad
ta mvigale your wiy cverand aroind then.”
O July 16 Galdie netled s first-plaog fnsh
al 4 WE. Rok et i llacrs. Tenek. The
race deew TU00 fing. He s competes in
s Umiicd Fock Crandap and CNr-Rasd
Challenge scricn

4 cougle of woekenis & momeh, ook
crawlimg lures. Geldie oo ovests acress
the coumry, ncixling gigs n Missour,

r ﬂruu Soldie scored. s Frecent first
" placefinish at g rock crawling evenlin
Jelien:_Tenn: -

TV g
Fenneyivinin and Texa, The meamest event
pived vk in Spadankerns, Nesl week Bas
C obeio D Feoiml Do galdecalTio
Ll weEvd de a eotires m Hemibs

Pl
“Rock crawlng @ Eind of like a mini-

MASCAR ™ the driver explabned. “There's
loes of domage. B ic's 'mr SPCIAIng
feredly. They'e within 50 fesr of the

comrse, nstend of sittieg in & siand half o
reike avwezy, like in MARTCAR. The foms get o
real Emsite look "

Black crawling eroweds are even allowed
iv walh dhrough ibe gl and iolk i ihe
leanns.

Gulde fell for off-reading &= a kid, rid-
iy sholzum in s dad’= Jucp Wranglr. A
Comsirdion. mimger fr hixs fh
epineering Tirm ba clag, Cidkdis has poured
S18.000 jnko lis dusioem-buik “buggie.”
The rig & Baccd oI7 o bady From o wiecked
VHET e Charpokes, Howaves the B,
sispenssn, roll cage and dnher cosmsoenis
aere. compleiely FRsion baile by Toawny
Glenn Chessis in Seecn. A 4040 %06
powers e truck. The chassis was derived
[oem a1 il carmier, =0 e driver sits oa the
ritht-harel =ide, giving Gakldis Offrosd a

signature laak

Rock criny events amea't soored |ike
yrovar typical wtur spunt. The drivers com-
pete in four heats on Ssturdsy and mmother
Frur om Sudiy, The mees are limed o lasi
rvpically five of 10 mimstes and ane knack
Fagkhed 1 COnss AL L,

In sk crawlisge, e lowesl scom wins.
Teams are pemlieed Tor Tosls, indoding
~ITRELS OF fiEYors-
e sher sehicles, The highes — and worsl
— sooe o driver can gelan a mun g oa <k
which o team smomacally recetves i they
dizn'i cnmplere dhe T coume
'Sametimes you rJ.r-:13,- mrevel mess than
540 feet,” Craldic sai

Adier ehe four Sundaoy heats, the fiekd is
narmoved down bo the o sin. The fmaliss
enler a shoot-oun, with the Inmest gualifiers
going first. Meanwhile. the cop-qualifier has
the bemefit of socing the pitfalls of the shoot-
ok cowne and knewing the me o ko,

Ancther guirk of e series is the ole of
e Apeiner, Wi, helps the deiver mvigate
e Craggs, This helHmg amd cven heips e
bugges cver'sieep rods Iy palling it with
rape. Caddie's spotter 5 Eae Dickard, & eran
troeper fram Anderson, The ™ Sofumiii-
cate wha wiseless mhcropio:,

The H.yearohd ' Goddie
SPEMT [Wh Sedsons &5 S[HH-
ter for Tewmwill: driver Chris
Muy's tam, Yoin Offrond,
Goldie credits that experience
wilh giving him an advemizge
behingd e wheel

Dhring the ssasom, Goldie
picked ap sewmal spomsors.
imclmling Maxxis Tires, JH
Cestinn’™s, Carobsn Deivelime,
Ward Wenches dnd Clemenn
4 W] Cenber. Howewr, the
diver wd codhes sdditioim] sup-
peri. Sa far ghie yess, ' spem
over £T 000 om covel expenses,
By conmmst, Guldie's wism @
Jelbco eormeeil Fgm 235,000,

Goldiss wif=, Beth, has
beem o kg propoesent of bz pur-
s, She coordivmes endorse-
meniz, beoks nooommmodetions
snd brorvale wiith the deam

After three wears in rock
crawlimg. Goldic his =mn the
st glve: colskienatbly.

“Thei ourses a¢ gebing a
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Jot bougher, but they haden,* he sabd, “Aly oo pow wanld win easily
o the coursen frem two yosss age."

Eock crawling's grand finale, Swper Cras], will Be el in Phocnin
o Dec. 1-3 Beed oo its cument seatisg, (oklic Quidoan socms
4 shog-in Mowever, over 330H in eipenses, inchiing eory g,
Batels, foud and fuel, might sideline the squad,

“Rock crawling is growing md it's definivety gosn o be dround,”
Geddie 3o, “But i sot fike NASCAR, where s can spemd
S500,000 13 win £2 million oo armce.”



